
!
!
!

Congregational+Survey+Methodology+
!
The!data!was!collected!through!the!use!of!both!online!and!paper5and5pencil!methods!over!a!period!of!
almost!two!months!(July!16!through!September!7,!2015).!!The!online!data!collection!included!an!
announcement!letter,!followed!in!a!few!days!by!an!invitation!to!participate!and!survey!link!and!then!by!
three!direct!follow5ups.!In!addition!to!these!follow5ups,!the!Ministerial!Search!Committee!(MSC)!regularly!
made!appeals!for!participation!through!announcements!at!services!and!workshops,!updates!on!the!MSC!
website,!personal!contact,!as!well!as!posters!and!other!print!media.!!
!
The!sampling!frame!for!the!project!included!the!1,096!friends!and!church!members!on!the!church’s!e5
mail!directory.!!22!were!returned!as!bad!addresses,!20!more!opted!out,!and!21!respondents!completed!
printed!copies!of!their!questionnaires.!!The!final!sample!was!comprised!of!1,075!people.!!
!
455!people!responded!to!the!questionnaire!for!an!overall!response!rate!of!43%.!!As!expected,!the!
response!rate!for!members!of!the!church!was!much!higher!at!59%!compared!to!the!20%!for!non5
members.!!
!
If!there!are!any!questions!about!the!technical!aspects!of!the!survey!or!if!you!experience!any!difficulty!
viewing!the!online!results,!please!feel!free!to!contact!our!survey!director!and!Foothills!member!Dr.!Bob!
Green!at!252525558204!or!by!e5mail!at!bobgreen250@gmail.com.!!The!MSC!can!be!contacted!by!e5mail!at!
searchcommittee@foothillsuu.org.!
!
Foothills+Ministerial+Search+Committee+
Ed!Beers,!Chair!
Sue!Ferguson!
Judy!Gates!
Steve!Herbener!
Lyndy!Latta!
Julie!Thomas!
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	Survey Methodology
	Survey Data
	Q1 What predominant style of ministry would you prefer in our next minister? (CHECK ONE OPTION)
	Q2 Even though you may not personally benefit, how important is it to have these various functions within our church?
	Q3 Which three (3) of the following personal qualities do you think are the most important considerations for the Search Committee to utilize in screening candidates for our next senior minister?  (CHECK ONLY 3)
	Q4 Check all of the following that best describe your faith:
	Q5 In addition to Unitarian Universalism, what faith traditions are important in your religious/spiritual development? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY
	Q6 Which of the following reasons for attending services at Foothills are important to you? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY
	Q7 What are your most important reasons for remaining a member or friend of Foothills Unitarian Church? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)
	Q8 How often do you participate in church-related activities other than Sunday morning, either inside or the outside of the church building?
	Q9 In which categories of church activities do you spend most of your time and energy?  CHECK ALL THAT APPLY
	Q10 What factors are important to you when you consider volunteering your time at the church?
	Q11 To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
	Q12 During the last 12 months, approximately how often have you attended or participated in worship on Sundays?
	Q13 Within the past 12 months, has there been a change in your attendance or engagement in the church?
	Q14 If you answered yes to the question above (# 13), please explain when and why.
	Q15 How do you see the role of our church leadership?
	Q16 The recent Appreciative Inquiry process resulted in 20 "Provocative Proposals" for the future of the church.  Please check the five (5) proposals that you think are most important for our congregation to pursue. (CHECK ONLY 5)
	Q17 How long have you been associated with the congregation?
	Q18 What is your affiliation with the Foothills congregation?
	Q19 What is your age?
	Q20 What is your ethnic/racial background? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY
	Q21 What is your gender identity? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY)
	Q22 What is your sexual orientation?
	Q23 What is your current marital status?
	Q24 What formal education have you completed?
	Q25 Another household member is answering these questions (25-28) on my behalf?
	Q26 If you have children, please indicate how many you have in each grade by using the drop-down menu:
	Q27 What was your total gross family/household income before taxes last year?
	Q28 What is your current family/household pledge (not including capital campaign)?
	Q29 What does an incoming minister need to know about the culture of our church?
	Q30 What needs to change at Foothills Unitarian Church? How do you see yourself participating in the change you want?
	Q31 What strengths does Foothills have that we can build upon for our future?
	Q32 Are there any other comments you would like to share?


